












Nu MB. LXXXII. 


The Prompter. 





On either Side, be would difpute, 


Confute, change Hands and ftill confute. 


HuD. 





FriDay, AUGUST 22. 1739. 





»N my Paper N° 44, I pub- 
lifhed a Plan of the Oratory; 
fetting forth both the Nature of 
it, and the Advantage it might 
be of, to the Publick. 


“< Tt would accuftom us, fays 
‘¢ Mr. Orator, to hear Opinions 
“ contradicted, and call’d thus 
“ publickly in queftion, which we-believ’d to be 
“ gllow’d unaeniable Truths. In Confequence of 
“ which we might grow patient enough, not only 
“ to bear Oppofition with Calmnefs, but even ex- 
“ pect and delight in it. The next Step to which, 
« would be, a rigid, impartial Examination of our- 
“ felves and our Sentiments, in order to di/cover 
“ Truth, and embrace it—. 





Again, — << People would learn to /iftez and 
« fpeak in theiz Turzs, and grew afham’d of that éz- 
“ terruptive, rapacious Impatience, of anfwering be- 
fore we have heard one another out, with the 
“ neceffary Atccntion of Decency and good Breed- 
“ ing.” a Confiderable Advantages to Society in 
general, and of great Benefit to Particulars. 


I was prevented attending upon the Orator, for 
a confiderable Tiine after the Publication of the 
Plan, from one Reafon or other. At length, about 


three Weeks ago, I fourid my Way thither one Szz-. 


day Evening, and came in juft about the Time he 
was explaining the Nature and Ufe of his Di/puta- 
tions; and as he was to be a Moderator between 
two Difputants thar Night, he was then letting his 
Auditors into the particular Nature and Bufinefs of 
a Moderator. He had nor gone half through his 
Definition, betore I was convinced of ‘the Neceffi- 
ty of curing thut interruptive, rapacious Impatience 
of anfwering before we-have heard one another out, 
with the neceffary Attention of Decency and good 
Breeding 5 for he was inapp’d up, by a Difputanr, 
whofe very Exordizm fhew’d he had not been us’d 
to liften and [peak in his Turn, nor to bear Oppofition 
with Calmnefi. 


Iwas particularly delighted to find, at my firft 
coming there, a Parienc grievouily afflicted with the 
Maladies the G@wtory feem'd calculated to cure, and 


. ba of aut : he r — “« ° 7 . ie ” . ~ 
Waited with the pleaiing Hops of being convinced 


of the Benefit of Mr. Henley’s Inftitution; but to 
my great Mortification, I found the Patient grow 


worfe and worfe. Paffion choak’d up his Words, 
and when they did break out, it was in fuch burft- 
ing Peals of Thunder, and with fuch extravagant 
Geftures, that I began to think the poor Man po/- 


fe/*d with an Evil Spirit, and expected every Mo- 


ment Mr. Hexzley would begin an Exorcifm, rather 
than a Di/putation. He threw up his Hands, then 
ftamp’d with his Feet, and when he had faid 
any thing which he thought convictory, “ Now 
“© Mr. Orator, fays he, I have you; now I’ve caught 
“ you, ha! ha! What will you do now? The old 
“ Fox is trapp’'d! ha! ha! 


Mr. Henley, whofe Look, though frrozg, is nei- 
ther fterm nor ill-natur’d, and who is endued with 
an admirable Share of ready Wit, effay’d firft, b 
pointing, and firmly levelling his Eyes at him, to loo 
him into Silence, in Imitation of that fine Defcrip- 
tion of Virgil, how a Commotion of a whole Peo- 
ple may be appeafed by the fudden Appearance of 
a Man of a grave, fpirited, and meaning Counte- 
nance. 


Ac veluti magno in Populo, cum fepe coorta eft 

Seditio, fevitque Anitis ignobile Vulgus ; 

Samque faces & faxa volant , Furor arma mi» 
niftrat ? 

Tum Pietate, gravem, ac meritis fi forte Virum, quem 

Confaexere, filent ; arrectifque Auribus aftant. 

ile regit dictis Animos G& PeGora mulcet. 


But he was. Proof againft all the Variations of the 
Orator’s Looks. The /fevere, the moderate, the 
impofiug, the fcornful, the derif-ve, were all thrown 
away. He was fo impenetrable, that Medufa’s Face 
had met with as little Succefs as the Doctor's. 
Finding the Intrepidity of the Oppowent was not 
to be thook by the Power of Looks, he open’d at 
him, bis Magazine of ready Wit, and let fly Vols 
lies upon Vollies. But like the fam’d Axteus, who 
gather’d frefth Vigour flim every Fall he receiv'd 
on his Morker Earth, the Orator foon found, he 
was only beating a Flint, who firuck Fire from every 
Blow ziveu it. However, he {till nop'd he thould over- 
power his Anragonift, “nll this latrer, not confning 
himfelt ro theU fq@f lawful Aris began to wicld thofe, 
which are generally appropriated to the Ue of Fi/- 

Wives, 
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Wives, when they attack each other at Bulling/gate, 
and urtter’d Scurrilities, and Inveétives, in fuch an 
amazing Quantity, that I did not know which moft 
to wonder at, his Flow of Utterance, or Conception. 
Mr. Henley then thought proper to defift, and to 
acquaint him, that -this was a Method of Difputa- 
tion very unufual thefe, and fuch as he would by 
no means allow Of, as it tended to fap the very 
Foundation of his Inftirution, which was to manage 
all Difputes with Decency and Order. This for a 
while filenc’d the impetuous Combatant, but he 
neverthelefs broke out by Fits, and at times, was 
very clamorous. The ne Contelt lafted a full 
Hour by Shrewsbury Clot, and was fo very obitre- 
perous, and accompanied with fuch Hifives, and 
Clappings, that I thought myfelf, for a long time, 
at a Reprefenration of a new Piece of Mr. 
F—/—zg; ata Playhoufe, inftead of a Houfe of 


Worfhip, and was more than once furpriz’d, Sir 


F. G——n, who happened to be prefent, did not 
read the Proclamation, and call in the Conftables 
to quell che Tumult. 


Tue Difpute at length having got into its proper 
Channel, went off with more Decency than before ; 
but being of a Nature that did not tend either to 
‘ Improvement, as to Sentiment or Service as to pri- 
vate Life, it had more Reafoning beftow’d on it than 
T thought it deferv’d. 


THs difcourag’d me for fome time, from re- 
turning to-the Oratory ; however, as the Inftitu- 
tion feem’d calculated to an excellent Purpofe, and 
the Neceffity of it was confirmed to me, by what 
had pafs’d the other Time, I refolved to try once 
more, in Hopes of meeting the agreeable and in- 
ftructive Entertainment the Place promifes, I came 
in at the Heat of the Difputation, and had fcarce 
been there the Time I am relating, when my I[ma- 
gination was ftruck with the ridiculous Idea of a 
venerable Mattiff, baited by two or three little yelp- 
ing Curs, who had Power to make a Noife, but 


-were not able to faffen. In fhort, I found the Ora- - 


tor engag’d with two or three bull-headed Boys, 
who, by Turns, had their Le¢-go’s at him, and had 
juft Strength enough to seaze and fret, but not to 
burt. 


Tue Subject of the Debate was, Whether Eve 
was fubjedt to Adam; Mr. Orator maintain’d the 
Affirmative, and the Little Barking Fry, the Nega- 
tive. It would be tedious to relate the Arguments 
and Explanations made ufe of ; I could obferve 
more Sophiftry than Reafoning, and that the grand 
Point was rather to evade than come to a Deci- 
fion ; for a Gentleman, who happened to come in 
accidentally juft after me, having liften’d fome Time 
with Patience, according to the Rules of the Ora- 
tory, addrefs’d himfelf to Mr Healey, in a clofe, 


argumentative Way, by drawing Inferences from 


the Orator’s Explanation of the Text, and thewip 
that if ic was to be underftood fo, it reflected én 
the Wifdom of God, and therefore could not be 
I could not help approving, in my own Mind, this 
Gentleman’s Method of Difputation by Inference 
and expected 0 fee the Orator’s Defeat; bur he 
thought his Opponent fufficiently anfwer’d, and his 
Explanation ful > , faying, We cannot accouns 
for every Will f God declared to us by Scripture, 
That is, we firft pofitively explain a Text in Scrip. 
ture in our own Senfe, and if fuch Explanation jg 
liable to Inferences that affect private Life, the on] 
Anf{wer to be got, is, It is the Will of God declareq 
to us-in Scripture, when in Fad, it is the Will 
God perverted by our Explanation of Scripture. 


I’ixy fuppofe for once, with the -Orator,-that 
by the Text quoted, Eve was fubje# to Adam - 
Of what Ufe can this Subject be, unlefs this Infe. 
rence be drawn from it, That it is the Will of God, 
Woman fhould be fubje& to Maz ; and if this In- 
junction is pofitive, then is Man’s Will to be a pof- 
tive Law to Woman. 


_ Now it very frequently happens, that, in a mar. 
ried Pair, the Superiority of Senfe is lodg’d in the 
Female Scale, which confiderably outweighs the 
Male. What then muft the Lady, who happens to 
be foolifhly yoaked, do? Mutt the be fubje& to 
this Fool, and be govern’d by him ? Surely, the 
Orator will hardly affert this ? Either then the Sub- 
jection was perfonally meant to Eve, and if fo, of 
what Service is the Difputation to the prefent Age? 
or, if it was meant to relate to all Eve’s Daughters, 
this Inference muft neceffarily be drawn, that a 
Subsection pofitively order’d by God, will depend on 
a circumftantial Superiority of Senfe, as the Ba- 
lance turns to the Male or Female Side, and be, or 
uot be, accordingly. . : 


Urown the Whole, tho’ I very much approve 
the Infticution of the Oratory, I would recommend 


to Mr. Hezley, a Choice of Subjeéts that will ad- . 


mit of fair inftructive Argument, or entertain agree- 
ably. I would advife both him and his Difputants, 


to feek tor Zruth, and not Viffory. He is not to: 


be told, that it is no Difgrace to diveft onefelf of 
an Error, and receive Truth from another. 


Ir the Compafs of this Paper allow’d it, I would 
prompt the Lady, who would fo generoufly renounce 
an Equality, contefted for in Behalf of her Sex, and 
declare fo warmly for Paffive Obedience ; but per- 
haps, like the Orator, fhe has her fecret Way of 


explaining Subjection. 
a 
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